Cross-Sectoral Dialogues

1. The seminar on “Sustainable Strawberry Strategies: Next-Generation Nursery
Practices for Enhanced Productivity” organized by the University of Poonch Rawalakot
provided an important platform for farmers, students, and researchers to explore modern, eco-
friendly methods of strawberry cultivation from September 12-13, 2024. Experts highlighted
advanced nursery techniques, disease-free plant propagation, climate-smart growing conditions,
and soil-health management practices that significantly improve yield and fruit quality.
Participants learned about innovative approaches such as raised-bed systems, drip irrigation,
mulching, and the use of biofertilizers to ensure sustainable production. The seminar emphasized
the importance of adopting new scientific insights to overcome local challenges, increase
profitability, and maintain long-term soil fertility in strawberry-growing regions.

The event also reinforced the university’s commitment to community engagement and agricultural
innovation by connecting academic expertise with local farming needs. Through interactive
sessions and practical demonstrations, the seminar encouraged farmers to adopt next-generation
nursery practices that enhance productivity while reducing environmental impacts. It also inspired
students and researchers to pursue applied agricultural research focused on regional crops. By
promoting knowledge exchange and encouraging sustainable farming methods, the University of
Poonch Rawalakot continues to support rural development and strengthen the local agricultural

economy through evidence-based practices and community-oriented initiatives.
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2. The seminar “Navigating a Career as a Pharmacist: Insights from Clinical Experts”,
organized by the Department of Pharmacy at the University of Poonch Rawalakot, offered
a rich platform for Pharm-D students to engage with seasoned professionals from clinical
settings on 5 July 2024. During the seminar, expert pharmacists from King Abdulaziz
University and industry shared their views on the clinical hospital pharmacist role, while
regulatory affairs specialists and academics delved into varied career trajectories,
highlighting real-world applications of pharmaceutical science. They discussed how
pharmacists can contribute to patient care, medication therapy management, hospital
pharmacy practice, and industry-based roles, thereby helping students chart their paths
more confidently. Speakers also emphasized the practical competencies required in modern
pharmacy: communication with healthcare teams, critically evaluating clinical evidence,

and contributing to interdisciplinary patient care.
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